ED 117 977 

TITiE 

^ INSTITUTION 



DOC0HENT EESUHE - 



007 425 



van Oosten, Jeanne 

Whene^^Once, and As Soon As. San Jose State Occasional 
PapBTS ill Linguistics r Vol. 1. . 
'San Jose Sta^e Univ.^ Calif. - 



POB DATE 
WQTT! . 



75 

A2^ 



AVAILABLE FROM Linguistics program, ^San Jose'State University, San 
. - Jose^ California 95192 (volume^ $4 .'00) 



EDBS PRICE V 
DESCRIPTOR? . 



IDETITIFIER5 



HjjBS TRACT 



1hf-$0.83 HC-$1.67 Plus Postage * ^ 

♦ Adverbs; *Descriptive linguistics; English; Porni * 
Classes (Language?) ; Language Patterns; Language 
Research; Language Osage; Linguistic Tl^ofy; 

♦ Semantics; ♦Sentence Str^ture ;-^yntax; ♦Verbs 
♦Tempqral Conjunctions 

«. 

In a sentence contaiii^ng a conjunction "when," 
soon as," the events ii^ the main and the^ subordinate 




^ ."once," or "as 

clauses are und-erstood as occurring closely together in time. This ^ ^ 
paper endeavors to uncover the subtle differenctes which nevertheless 
exist among tfe^m. Classes headed by-^'when" can refer to a span of 
tim-e, whereas "once" and "as soon as"-clauses must refer to a point 
in time. There is a clear correlation between the\ distribution of ^ 
"oixce" and "as sdon as" with respect to .the verb in their clause, and 
the classification of verbs proposed by Vendler (1967)^. Further, the 
pripsupposi'tional nature of "when" is different from that of "once" 
and I'as soon as." In sentences contai'ning a clause headed by the ^ 
'latter two conjunctions, the events in* both the main and the 
subordinate clauses are presupposed as starting at the point 
^ designated by the subordinate cladseu' The jaifference between "once" 
^ an^ "as soon as" is evidenced by the impossibility, for "once" to i 
ponnect two events which are "causally unrelated. Sentences 
illustrating this point seem to lead to the conclusion, that a 
"once"-clause gives the last in a series; of events causally leading 
up to the event in the main clause. (Author/CLK) 
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WHEN. ONCE and AS SOlON' AS 

Jeanne van Oosten 
TJnl verai^^ ^alifo^rnia, ^Berkeley 




^ . 1 , , — ^ . ^ 

The temporal oonjunotions yyhen , onoe and as soon as 
perform a very similar role in sentences.' A temporal olaufie* 
oontainlng anj^ one of them indicates the time at vhtoh the 
event in the main ol^^e opours, Thi's oan be seen in the 
follovririg two senteniPa: , / vJ. 

1. When (onoe, as sopnj'asj Doris. Saw Michael, she /waved, , 



2. 'When ( 



on'be 



as soofAas) the sauce begins to bubble, turn '<p 



off the heat. 

When a speaker uses these three conjurrction^, the emphasis 
is on contemporaneity between the two events, the one dn 
tjie main clause and the one in the temporal clause. . This/'lli 
not to STjy tha'^ the^ events in . the two clauses aotually 
occur at exactly/ the same time: the most usual^ interpret ptloifi 
of (i) and (2^ is thart the event ir^ tl\e tempojgal cjaii^ pre- 
ceded Tthe evern/ in the main clause.. Thus the conjuimt).on . 
after , whicl^ makes it explicit that the two events.yfcgke place 
in. succession, caif^also occur in (i) and (2): 

3. la) After Doris saw Michanelv she waved, 
(b) After' the sauce begins to bubble, turn 



Iff the heat. 



ERIC 



This conjunction, however, is immecliately f elt^ to be different 
from the other thl'ee, and this difference li^ in the relation 
lihicji is set up between the maiil and the 4;eniporal clause. < Al- 
though strictly speaking the events .in the/temporal and main 
olause of both (1) and (2) occur in succe^ton, they occur in 
ve^ry rapid succession\,By using whenr , QP^Q or as s.^on as in- 
stead (?f after , a speaker emphasizes this fact: hj6 looks on 
the two events as being (nearly) .conteinporano^us. This sen8.e 
of contemporaneity is absent in (3). At is this loose sense 
of contemporaneity which I shall be iiQin'g in this paper^. 

On \the« f ace of it,» it seems Very hard to characterize 
the differences between the thre"e^Oi)rt junctions which forpi the 
title of this paper, especially the ^dii f erences between as so on 
as and once . It is my purpose in/ this paper systematically 1to ' 
uneartli what these differences are. We will begin our study 
of the differences between 'these three conjunctions with Vendler* 
theory dt the classification of verbs. ^ * 

Zezio Vendler (1967)^ has /(Jist inguished four classes of 
verbs, ^ bosod primarily on ther types of time adverbials that 
cnu cff-oocuif with them, and /4he types of tenses they most often 
occur in. Exa^iples of the /our ola$^ses are as .follows: 

, U S OEI*ARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
EDUCATION A WELFARE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
*^ EDUCATION 
THIS OOCUMENT HAS BEEN PEPRO 
DUCEO EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO F RQM 
THE PERSON 0« OROANtZATJON ORIGIN 
yXTiNO IT POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS 
STATEO 00 NOT NECESSARILY REPRE 
ENT OrFiClAL NATIONAL INST'TUTE OF 
,-OUf ATION POSfTION OR POLICY 



2' 



Stoike 

be sick 
be tall 
knov 
have 



Activity 

play 
wait 
moo 
work 



Accompli isliment 

strip a chair 
play a game 
sev a shirt 
write a novel 



Achievemenlr ^ 

cross the border 
win 

see ^ 
find 



Acoo^mp^tii3lime«t«^ take €h 



langer period of time for their completion, but there is a point 
at which they cun be said to be completed,. With activities and 
/ states there ' is. po questidn of their completion or their beirfg 
finished: they just ggi Vn pver a period of time and then stop. 
Important for our purposes is the differential behaviour of verbs 
of these four classes in the pre.sence of punctual adverbs. In 
the following sentences w^e can compare the behaviour off ^ichievo- 
ments , accomplishments , activities and states respectively, with 
respect to punctual adverb|&: 

5. 



I crossed the border at 8 a«m« 
?Mary Ann stripped the chair .at 3 p.m. 
•fPreddy played in the sandbox" at 3 p.m. 

John was sick at *noon. 




otual 
showB / 



From the grammaticality pf ((i) and (7) we can conclude that 
achievements and states^ tpn occur in the preterite with ^a 
adverb. However, it is impossible with an activity, as^ 
ond questionable with an accomplishment , as in However, 
insofar as (5) means anything, it means that the ^completion of^ 
the accomplishment of stripping the chair occurred at 3 p.m. It 
would seem, then, that (5) i? questionable for the same reason 
that (6) is ungrammatical : a punctual adverb cbnnot refer to a 
process which goes on over a period of time. In bo/h aotivities 
and. accdmplishments there is a process which goes on over a period 
of time ; aocomplishments denote, in addition, a point in time at 
Which the qccomplishment is completeds^ and the punctual time adverb 
can, with difficulty, refer to that point. 

I will' now proceed to make clear whiat this state of affairs 
has to do with the temporal conjunctions. The following sentenoe 
is grammatical with when, but ungrammatipa^ with once or as soon as 

8, When (^once, *as soon as) we waitted !for' the results, we gcft 
hervou% .. * 

The verb in the temporal olause is an • d'otivity. As we saw in (6), 
an activity is not possible in the prjBter;ite when the clause desig- 
natiBs a point in time. When we replied the preterite form of the 
activity by began V-ing , was V-lng oy stopped V-ing (or some equi- 
valent), depending on whether we meatlit tb designate the initial 
point, 0 midpoint, or an endpoint, respectively, pt the activity 
(in other words, when we make it more :*expliolt which point in time 
we mean), (8) tteoomes grammatical with once and as soon as as well 
as with when' . The reason, is that a wheri -olause .oan designate a 
span of time whereas a onoe-olause or an as soon as ^-clause cannot. 
Thus in (8) with once or as soon as , the conjunction indicates 
that a point in tipe must be cboaen, 1)ut the form of the verb does 



not indicate which point in ti;ne to choo^se. The disharmony %a 
intolerable and the sentence becomes ungrammdtical . 

A possible objection tgT this explanation is that V^re 
yyaiting does not desl^aatjB $ point and yet i\ is grammatical in 
a clause headed by once or /as soon as / for example if it were sub- 

-atituted for \faited3 nu'(a^ir!ri^ in the case of the^p^qgregsive , ^ 

however, once q^nd as soon as designate a point and not t^ entire 
period at which the progressive is, true. This point- is tne first 
one at which the progi^essive is' true. It is for this reasVin 
that only with when can we finish (8) with Vera waiting as (9): 

9. trtien (*once, *as soon as) we were waiting for the results, 
we got nervous, but fortunately we alre,ady had most 6f the 
wait behind us. 

In (9) with gnce or as soon as , the. second conjunct of the sentence 
contradicts what the temporal claus.e of the first establishedj 
namely that the speakers got nervous at the beginning of the wai;j;# r 
But since ^hon^ i^ej^efs to the entire span of time, there is no 

/ContradictionJ^ith this temporal conjunction in (9): the first 
bonjuiict s>tf^es that the getting nervous occurred sometime during 
the wai>;ond the second conjunct makes the point at which it 
ocoUjc^d, mo|:e specific. 

Howeveir, when does not need to refer to a span of time rather 

ytnan a point, since it is also possible with achievements: 

" 10. " Vhen ""John won, the race, he w'fes elated., 

Dut in th^ case of* activities, accomplishments and states, the 
whcn-claiise designates a span of 'time which ends with the comple- 
tion of ; the accomplishment, or the cessation of the activity or 
state. In other wqrds^ the when-clause (if "it contains an accom- 
plishment, achievement or activity) refers to every moment tl^at 
the \)rogressive of its verb is true^i A similar situation holds 
true vith states, even though they do not (normally) accejpt the ^ 
proglressive : the when -clause refers to ^very moment that the^state 
is true. . r ^ • 

Which point do the conjunctions op£e and as soon as designate? 
This varies with the clas& of the verb, as shown in {11) to (13): 

11. Once f As ,soon as). John khew that he WjSS sick, he went to bed* 

12# Once (as soon aa; Roger sewed the shiVt^ he gave it to his 

^ girlfriend. . ^ " ' 

13. Once' (as soon as) Mary won the race, all the fans jumped up ' 
,and cheered. . ^ , 

(We are leaving the preterite activity out ' of consideration here, 
since we have established that it is ungrammatical with once or 
OS socrn as . ) ^n all three cases, the point of time"^ ref erted to 
in the temporal clause is that at which the perfect 6f the verb 
first begins to bo true. That is/ with a state (11), the clause, 
refers to the beginning of^ the period at which the state is true; 
itfith an accomplishment ^12) , the cleuse refers to the point at 
which it Is completed; with an achievement (13) 1 the clause refers 
to the"" instant at which the event takes place. 



with (12), as with (5), the situation ie not clear-out, and 
therefore one may object that the only reason the ^Jemporal clause 
in (12) is interpreted as referring to the end o* the accomplish- 
ment, is that tlie meaning of the main clause is more congenial to , 
-this type of Interpretation.. That this i« nat tlienjase Is ^owa^^ 
by ihe oddity of the following sentences, 

Ik. *Once (*as soon as)* Mary Ann painted the chair,* she used 
house paint. 

15# *Once (*as soon as) Roger sewed the shirt, he didn't use a 
pattern. * . . 

as compared to the .acceptability ot (l6): 

1^. Once (as sodn as) Mary fma painted the i chair, she started on 
' the table. ^ 
' What has been said for the preterite also applies to the 
present tense: 

17* Once (as soon as) John knows the answer, he'll kick himself 

for having been so dumb. 
18^. Once (as soon as) flapy Ann paints the chair, she's leaving.^ 

19. Once (as soon as) Mary wins the race, we'll take her out to 
celebrate. 

Ii) addition, the present is possible with activities: 

20. Once (as soon as) Freddy plays in the sandbd?c, he'll love lt# 

The reason for this seems to be that the present in the above 
sentonces(17) to (.20) doQs not refer to a real present ^but to a 
future perfect (of. French). So the point in. time is simply the 
first point at which this perfect Is'true. It ia %hus obvious 
that in the present the same criterion holds for the use of once 
and OS soon oS' with activities as with the oth.er classes of verbs: 
the point referred to is the one at^whioh the perfect of the verb 
(Freddy has played) first li^^!H;rue. 

Verbs in the perfect ahi in tl^e progressive are marked in 
themselves as, to what point of tl# event they are referring to. 
In each case a once -^clause or an gs soon as -clause containing such 
a y^rb, as usual reefers to the point at which the event first is 
true. The progressive, of course, is impassible (usually) with 
sttites, but we can have temporal clauses 0uch.as the following in 
the other three classes: 

21. Once (as Soon as) Freddy was playing in the sandbox, he 
never wanted to get out. 

22. Once (as soon as) I^arry is tilling his mother about the 
fire, Freddy will want to interrupt. ^ 

23. Once (as soon as) the fugitive is crossing the border, we'll 
Jump^hlm. ^ . 

In each case the temporal clause refers to the first point at 
which the progressive Is true. A onoe-clause or an as soon as -/ 
clause In ,the perfect refers to tliiLe first point at which the 
perfect Is true* 



s 
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2k. ORoe (as soon as) Plreddy had playejd in the sandbox for 5 

seconds, his hair and* hia shoes weV© full of sand« 
25# Once (as soon as) we^ve played the game. It'll be sf^ime fo|^ 

Jxedv ^ . ' , _ ■ 

26. Onae fas soon as) Mary had won the race, we left/ \ 

-27^ Once soon they. Jiad^ Jcnown ^ftaoh xxthqr jfor-^ae^g 

they got married. " 

This analysis of the meaning of onoe and as soon as wil4 
explaiYi why once rolauBes and" as soon as -olauses take negatives 
only under certain circumstances. Sentence (28) is poss'lble only 
with when : 

28. When (^once,»^as soon as) John didn't come, we started^ 
without him. 

<» » ^ 

There is no point at which the event of the temporal clause, John*^ 
not-coming, begins to be true.* Therefore there is no point for 
tho once-clause or the as soon as -olause td refer-^o, and the sen- 
ten cFHTs" thus ungrammatical with these two temporal conjunctions 
AS for the situation with when , both Heinamaki^ (197>^: 182) and 
Mandel (X97Ai) state that tnere must be some expectation that the 
positive of the cla\ise would occur, for the negative to b^ allowed 
in the temporal clause* Sentence (28) with when implies that Jphn 
was expected to come at a certain time, or within a certain interval 
of time.* Thus the when-clause refers to the span of time at which 
John was expecled to come. But now the question. is: why can't 
onoo- arid ns soon ns -clauaes refer to the first point of that same 
interval of time?- T have no real answer to this question; the only 
explanation I can offer is that the interval is not clearly-defined 
^r)ough for 01100-clauses and as soon as- clauses to be ajble to refer, 
to the beginning of it. ~ \ ^ 

In general, negated achievement^;, and accomplishments may 
occur in temporal clauses headed by when but not in those headed by 
OS soon as or once . The latter two conjunctions , ap well as when ^ 
may, on. xne otner hand, head clauses containing a negated activity 
and, loss felicitously perhaps, a negated state. ; 

; 29. When (once, as soon as) the cows didn't moo, we were sure 
they wore dead.* 

• 30# When (once, as soon as) Julie wasn't fat, everyone thought 

she was beautiful. 

* , ^ 

However, both the once - and as soon as -clause^s presuppose t^at the 
positive of their clause was true just before the point^Jto which- 
the temporal clause refers, the point at which the main clause 
takes place. For example, (29) with when might be said if you had 
come pcross some cows who were totally inert and silent. In prder 
to find out whether they were dead or just asleep, you made a loud ^ 
noise designed to startle them. It would be Inappropriate, to use 
once or as soon as in (29) in this situation. All three conjunctiontt 
would be appropriate in the situation where the barn was burning 
and all the cows were lowing to be let out* Thus a when-clause 
does not preclude Irfhe possibility that the opposite was true Just 
before, but with once and as soon as this has to be the case* Aa. 
Heinflmakl has pointed out il97^*-32^ a change has to occur in the 
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truth-value of the whon-olouse at some time; but it does not have 
to be jnist before the point at which the main clause occurs, /as 
it does with once -clauses and as soon as -clausgs. 

Similarly, the use of once or as soon as itt (30) presupposes 
that Julie was fat before, and the uge of when does not, althotiesli^ 
^ dQiis. nQ± j^ Thus the when ^clauee In 

(30)* can contain either yet or any more , where ci^ the once - and 
as soon as -clauses can contain only any more > A 

31. When Julie yasn't fat yet (any more)', everyoi;ie thought she 
was beautiful. V" 

32. Once Julie wasn»t fat any. more (*yet), everyoiie thought sh^* . 
was beautiful. 

33. As soon as Julie wasn't fat any more (*yet), everyone thought 
she was beautiful. 

This situation, that once- and as soon as -clauses presuppose that 
the opposite was true before, is therefore a direct consequence of 
the fact that they refer to the first point at w>itch the perfect of 
the verb in their clause is true. Sitice a ^when-clause does not 
necessarily refer to this first point, there is no such presuppos- 
ition in the case of when-olaus6s. ^ut^the possibility that the<» 
eveht in the main qlqu^e occurs at th6 first point at which the 
event in the when-clause is true, is not exclH^ed, and may be implied 
through the conversation; In the situation of the burning barn,, 
a sentence . such as (29) with wh6n would certainly imply, convex- 
sationally, that the cows were mooing before our conclusion that 
they we're dead. 

A further, related difference between when -clauses and onoe- 
and as so.on as -clauses is that the' la'tter imply that not only ihe 
opposite of the temporal clause was true before^ the point in question^ 
but also the opposite of the main clause. The use of once and 
as soon as in (3^) presupposes (35), but when does not (except * 
perhaps conversationally) : • ♦ 

34. John liked the pol:^[0^ V^hen (once, as soon as) he saw its 
consequehces. - 

35. It is npt the case that John liked the policy be'fore he saw 
its consequences. 

Similarly, (36) presupposes (37) if once or as -soon as is used 
but not if when is used. * ;i . 

36. When (once, as soon as) Freddy was playing in the sandbox, 
h'e was happy. 

37« Freddy was not ^happy before he played in the sandbox. 

This is shown Uy the fact that when can be used in a sequence such 
as that' in (38), but once and as soon as cannot: 

38. Pre4dy was always happy. ' When he Was brushing his teeth, he 
was happy. When he was eating breakfast, he was happy. When/ 
lias at the dentist, he was happy« ... When he was playing in 
the sandbox, he was happy « 



< \ 
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Another corroborating loot is tjiot still can be used in the mainji/i^ 
clause of (>9) when the temporal clause is headed by. when, but nc# . . 
when it is headed by once or as 'soon as: 

39. When (-'^^onoe, ^as soon as) John aw the oansequences of the 
policy, he still liked irt. • . 

The presupposition with sentiences conlfaining once and as soon ae , 
that the truth-value of '^he main cla.use chdnges at the point to 
which the temporal clause refers, may be a consequence of two facts, 
taken together: first, the faqt that once- apd as soon as -clauses 
designate a point whereas when -clauses^ are not that * specific ; ahd 
second, that we can assume that Grice's (1967) Maxims of Conver- 
sation are followed here as well . as elsewhere. His Maxim of Quan- 
tity (of. R. Lakoff 197^:XVI-18) states In part that in conversation \ 
one must "be no more informative than required" (ibid. :XVI-18) . 
There must be a reason why we are being so explicit about* the point 
at which the main clause is true, and the reason seems to be that 
this is the point at which the main clause is first true. 

In sentences containing once or as soon as we thus have the^ 
^background aasumpxions that both the event In the main clause arid 
'the event in the subordinate "clause first beg^n^to be true at the 
point designated by the subordinate, clause. That these* background 
assumptions can indeed be' called presuppositions is fl^hown by the. 
fact that they pass the tests suggested by Morgan (1973:5^) for 
presuppositions. In (40) to (42) both these assumptions still 
hold true. * ' ' ' 

40/ It is not the case that once (as soon fiis) Freddy was playing 
in the sandbox he was happy. ' 

41. Was Freddy h^ppy once (as soon as) he was playing in the 
sandbox? 

42. Maybe Freddy was happy once (a& soon Qs) he was playing in 
* the sandbox. 

Up to this point once and as soon as have behaved the same 
even though we can sense tjtiat they are not totally , synonymous. 
. Since once - and as soon as -clauses d6 no;|; differ in the point thqy 
designate with respect to the main/clause^ the' difference lies in 
t^;ie relation that each conjuncticm \draws between the two clauses. ^ 
Consider the follbwing sets of sentences: 

43* As soon as (?on>3e) John finished painting the chair, it 

stjdrted to rain. , ^ r 

44. As soon as* (?once) Mary leaves, someone *wlll call for her. \ 

Although the Judsnrents on the ungrammaticality of the sentences 
with once in (^31 ond (44) cannot be overwhelming, since a lot 
depends on the situation in which they are used, most inf6rmants 
consider the sentences with as soon as to be preferable to those 
^i*'^^ o»oo > The action in the main clause seems to be totally un- \ 
related io that of ibhe subordina1)e clause (except on a fatalistic 
reading), except for their contemporaneity. The temporal connection 
between the two clauses fs purely happenstance. The conjunction ' ^ 
OB soon OS fits this situation because all it does is establish 
o connection of contemporaneity (in the sense explained at the 
Veginning of this paper) between two events , and presuppose that 

I 



both events begaii a,t tli^ some time (i.e., that they \tfere hot true 
before). However, onoe does not fit this situation, since it pre-*' 
supposes more than Just conteraporoneity beti^een the t\<o events. 
So If that is the only connection between the. subordinate clause 
and the main clause, the ^se of once is improper. The connection 
. JtliidL^i^ feetMemi Jbl^^ aeem to be 

extictly one of cause, however. A causative connection can be im- 
plied, though It is not necessary, with bonjunctions such as when 
or as soon oy (of. lleinamaki 197^;^): 

45« When (as soon as) Martha fell in the bathroom, the plumbing 
sprang a leak. 

A- very possible interpretatiqn of (^5) is that Maftha^s falling 
caused the plumbing to spring ^a leak. But once is impossible in 
this sentence (with the same interpretation as (^5)): 

46. *Orice Martha fell in the* b\throom, thp plumbing s^irang a leak. 

Nevertheless, there does seem to be a relation between the two 
clauses which is akin to causation. Sentence (47) 

47« Once she stopped coming home nights, we started to wonder* 
about her morals. 

does Imply that we would not have begun to wonder about her morals 
if she had not stopped coming home nights. Just as in (45) the 
roof wouldn't hove cracked if Martha had not fallen. The event In 
the temporal clause of (47) is a necessary condition for the event 
in the main clause.* 

48. Oiice (as soon as) Harry wrecked the car, John fiiT^ed it. ' 

Intuitively, it does not seem to be enough to interpret (48) with 
once as meaning merely that the two events are contemporaneous and 
that if Harry had not wrecked the car, John would not have fixed it. 
W.e feel that there was^ something gotng on before Harry's Vrrecking 
the oar which in some sense predisposed Harry to wreck the. car and 
John to fix it. Consider (49). 

49. Once (as soon as) the cows started mooing, we thougtit we would 
go out of Bur *minds. • ' 

As soon OS can have a causative interpretation- here also. Fdr this 
interpretation it is perfectly acceptable to conclude that only the 
cows* mooing was enough to make the speakers gd out of their minds. 
With once In (49), hojvever, the implication is that many things had 
happened to upset the speakers, all of them tending but not quite 
sufficient to send them out of their minds; but the cows* ^moblng was 
the last straw. The cows* mooing was therefore a necessary con- ^ 
dition for the event in the main clause, but by Itself not a suffi- 
cient one; hence the implication of earlier . events tending to the 
same end. The event in the onoe-clause is the last af these neces- 
sary but not sufficient conditions, owing to the contemporaTleity 
of it with the main clause (and to the. fact that, non-scientif ^oally 
•peqklng at least, causes are thought to precede their effects, or 
at least not to follow them)« The event In thQ onoe^olause Is, In 

■ . ■ \ • 



foot, ^he lost strow. Our intuitions did not', therefore, pjlojr 
us wrpng vith (^8), Sinoe the oncc -clouse only" indiootes "the 
last a-trow, v/e vere rjght in asBuming that there vere other fao- 
tora itf^ioh had led to the oooi^rrenoe of the main olause* 

As usual, there is a kink«. Compare* the follo\ying"'sentenoe$: 
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o f t he po ll o y Y"^^ st ill lik od"H^r 
50« John still liked the poliojjf . onoe he /saw Its oonseqiienpes. 

As soon as shows no Buoh effects under adverb proposing^: - - 

'^As soon as John saw the consequences ^ the policy, he still 
^ • Mked it. 

31. ^ohn still liked the policy as soon as he saw its consequences* 

Sentence (^9) is ungr^mmatical because the presuppositions of 
still and those of once or as soon as clash* 'The presuppositions 
of still are that the event in Its clause went oti in rthe. post and 
contrary to whpt might have happened, is going on in thre present. 
Why do these presuppositions not cl^ah with those of once in (50)? 
Morgan (19^9) has proposed that presuppositions should be seen as 
being set up from left to right, and Karttunen (1973) has similarly 
proposed that the initial context of a sentence is incremented in 
a top-tp-bottom, left-to-right fashion by the presuppositions of 
earlier clau^ses. I biBlleve that (39.) i (50) and (51) show that the 
presuppositions connected with some words are weaker than those 
connected with others. Here, those of onog^/are weaker than those 
of still or OS soon as , WhBn in (50) the pKesupposltions of still 
have already been set up by the time we get to once , the presup-* 
positions of onoo ore wookened to conform. When th6 pfesuppositiona 
of once ore set up first, as in (39), those of still ore not weok- 
enod to conform ond the sentence is ungrommoticol. The presupposi- 
tions of OS soon OS ond still , on the other bond, are of about the • 
same strength and, neither set is weakened in the face of the other. 
Thus both (39) with os soon as and (51) are ungrommatical-^. 

A similar situation occurs with (1^) ond (52): ! 

I'ft. '^Onoo MoVy Ann pointed the choir, she used house point. 
52. Mary Ann used house paint once she painted the chair. ' 6 

Normally, o on'ce -clianse containing an accomplishment refers to 
the completion of that ocoomplishmerlt . Sentence (14) with once 
is onomolous since there would be no need for Mory Ann to use % 
.any kind of point oftef she hod finished pointing. We interpret 
(52), however, as meaning eitber"*that Mory Ann pointed other things 
ofter she pointed the choir; or even thot the onoe -cgioufl^e points i| 
to the beginning of Mory Ann's pointing the choir, because the 
previously-established ' situotioh ("Mory Ann used house point") is 
more oongenlol to this type of interpretotion thon to the normol 
one/. Thus -thb presuppositions of once ore easily cancelled or 
weoKonod. But note that they remdin os true-to-form os possible: 
under the emergency interpretation, the point that is referred to 
in iho onoe -clause is the point at which 'Mary Ann starts to paint 
the chair, -npt some arbitrary midpoint. Again, the presupposltlona 
of as soon as do not undergo such weakening: 

Ik. ^AS BOon 08 Mary Ann painted the ohalry she used houve paint. 
53* ^Mary Ann used house point da soon as she painted the c|ialrA • 
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To summarize the findings of thitf paper; >»ei havo^seen- that 
° w»Of> -olous.e refers to a jspan of time whereas a onoe-olause or an 
rfiOO'vos rolause refers t'o a point of time and, ,speQif ipqlly, the 
* Tr^SS^TpTOi t at which we oa^f say that the event in' the clause has 
|Jccn Pue This has two oonsequenoes;. in thexdf4 rBt- plqce ; a~^ 
H¥g'C[t)&:a!" accomplishment- or achievement cannot pbour in. a once-*- 



clausorof an- as soon as -clause. preaumably because the pdini'at 
which 'the negative is first tarue. is not clear enough, in thd 
second place, ouoe-clauses and as soon a's '^clauses Imply thatjthe 
, negation of the event in theVclause was true at the time jusj ' ' 

preceding the point to which they refer, the ppint at which the 
main ql^use takes place. Furthermore, onoe-rclauses and -as soon as -- 
clau^esrhut not wh-en-clau'ses jpresuppose that the negation of Uhe 
mainjOjbuse was t)ruft just befora the point to .which, the tempbral 
clause refers. Besides . these presuppositions, ns soon as merely 
* implies contetapoi^aneity; once implies, in addition',, that the event 
in ^ti 61ause is the "last straw" in b 'series of "'events leading to 
the opqurrence "^df the event In the main clause. The presuppositions 
in th0«k.oase of once can be violated, however, if therd is preceding 
it in the sentence a word with' a cor^tfadlctory meaning or presup- 
poQition of a BuffiAiently great strength. 

POOTN9TES 

^ Jle'lhamaki (197"^:108) discusses this concept in slightly .different 
tori^Gl in characterizing the difference between after and assoonjas, 

^ Ojr, also Heinamaki 1974:7-12 and Dowty 1972: 16-29, 

HZ©-* are leaving out of. consideration here the possibility of a 
frfaqiientative interpretation for (8) with once or as soon ad . which. 
V(|?Mla make the sentence grammatical. 

The situation with achievements is complicated by such" sentences 
mil): 

(/I) Once (as soon as) Mary was'winning the race, all the fans 
/ ■ got excited. . 
^h0/ verb in the temporal clause"- does not point to an instantaneous 
©VOrtt as Is the- case with achievements. Heinamaki (l97'4:12l and 
lOOWty (1972:27), as well as Vendler himself (1967:100) attest to 
the fact that membership in a class is not in the first pldce a* ' 
. dhoraoterlstic of a certain lexical item, but a property, of a 
certain verb In,^ certain use . In (1) above, he winning the race 

• is used as a stiate rather than an achievement; its meaning 'is equi- 
VOlent to be ahead in the race . Examples of verb's which belong to 
different categories m different uses can be multj.plied: run 

• I (lictivity) vs. r un to the store (accomplishmertt) isi one. Even 

such things as the specificity of the 'object can be a factor: find 

• 1 0 fossil is an achievement whereas find fossils is an activity, 

5 - 

<J Thitt explanation is largely a fudge: It seems to me that 
'Something of the sort Is going on, but I haven't been able to find' 
enough other examples of this kind of weakening or oantielllng to 
know oacaotly what Is going on, 

11 
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